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Mr.  Davis 
Admiral  Stentiley 
Mr.  Wilson 
Mr.  Atherton 
Mr.  Do oman 
Commander  Schuirmann 


Mr.  Field 


Mr.  Matsudaira 
iHml  ra  t  lUc'jroto 
Captain  ivashita 
«r.  Mi rota 
Mr.  Kato 


Mr.  Matsudaira  hogan  hy  oeWng  ’-hat  should  he  discussed. 
Mr.  Davis  said  that  he  supposed  there  was  nothing  ouch  to  he  dis¬ 
cussed  since  the  Japanese  had  told  us  they  had  largely  *°™*ed 
their  position  in  the  previous  talk.  He  had  a  fav  question  h 
ever,  Shich  he  desired  to  ask  for  clarification.  He  desired  to 
know  for  instance  whether  the  c  ’mraon  upper  limit  ProP°»*d  ^ 
would  ho  the.  seme  also  for  France  and  Italy,  Admiral  Yamamoto 
replied  that  Trance  and  Italy  should  have  the  right  to  huiid  tji 
to  the  same  limit  although  if  they  desired  to  come  to  »ome  other 
arrangement  ae  hotveon  themselves  they  should  ^freetodo  80 
since*  they  are  far  removed  from  Japan  and  the  ynited  States .When 
Mr.  Davis  nointed  to  the  proximity  of  Croat  Hrlt*j*.  the  Ad®* 
said  Japan  would  tovo  nc  objection  to  Croat  Britain  also  making 
special^ arrangements  with  Trance  end  Italy.  Mr.  Matsudaira 
emphasised  thJt  since  Japan  insisted  on  the  principle  of  equality, 
she  had  no  right  to  prevent  others  from  claiming  this  also. 


Mr.  Matsudaira  told  the  American 
«t  meeting  between  the  Japanese  and  British  Delegations  they  had 
ntinued  to  talk  e.hcut  general  principles.  The  British  had  •••«« 

a  talks  hetweon  Almirel  Yamemoto  end  his  experts  end  the  fir 
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Lord  Mid  hie  experts.  Mr.  Davis  wondered  whether  the  Japaneao 
woro  prepared  to  gi»e  a®  iaa  information  they  had  given  tho 
Britiflh  in  their  technical  meetings.  Mr.  Mataudairp.  Bald  that 
they  wore  reedy  to  do  ao  but  felt  it  would  be  better  at  a  separ- 
rate  meeting.  Admiral  Yamamoto,  on  the  other  hand,  Bald  that 
while  he  would  welcomo  an  exchange  of  ideas  on  both  aides,  he 
could  not  Bee  to  vhat  extent  a  discussion  of  details  would  con¬ 
tribute  to  a  solution  of  fuj.damontal  questions.  The  most  im¬ 
portant  part  of  their  p^an  van  the  fundamental  policy  embodied 
therein  and  the  dotal? s  vcre  intimately  connected  with  this 
policy.  Admiral  Yamamoto  steted  that  they  had  discussed  techni¬ 
cal  details  with  tho  British  only  cn  understanding  that  tho 
latter  had  agreed  to  tnn  besio  pr.'n-.ple*!  of  tho  JapanoBe  pro¬ 
posal.  Dpcn  being  qu»  siioued  on  thiH  point,  Mr.  Matsudaira  said 
wo  had  mi euad or t toed  pad  that  in  tho  technical  discussions  with 
the  British  they  nrd  presented  their  technical  views  on  the  as¬ 
sumption  of  ultimate  acceptance  of  the  principles  of  thoir  plan* 

Should  these  princlp7.es  Le  rejected,  the  technical  views  -  for 
instance,  those  rolatiog  to  qualitative  limitations  -  would  have 
to  be  modified.  nI  look  upon  technical  questions  as  of  seconda¬ 
ry  importance.  The  question  of  policy  pnd  principles  ie  of 
primary  importance.  While  we  are  willing  to  nroceed  to  our  talk 
or.  technical  .  we  look  upon  the  quae  t ion  of  the  common 

upper  limit  ae  of  paramount  importance,  so  that  we  cannot  con¬ 
sider  the  discussions  of  qualitative  limitation,  such  as  unit 
size,  as  being  final  unless  a  decision  can  be  ranched  to  fix  a 
common  upper  iimit."  In  response  to  the  questions  from  Mr. 

Davis,  Admiral  Yamamoto  clarified  his  position  by  stating  that, 

"The  discussion  of  details  does  not  prejudice  the  attitude  on 
general  principles,....  Because  the  principle  of  the  common 
upper  limit  is  looked  upon  as  tho  most  important  feature  by  the 
Japanese  Navy,  we  considered  our  position  on  other  questions 
might  have  to  be  modified  if  the  common  upper  limit  is  not  ac¬ 
cepted."  Mr.  Davie  stated  that  there  was  no  disagreement  a.s  to 
this  point;  neither  sido  would  commit  Itself  in  these  technical 
discussions.  It  was  simply  a  matter  of  a  further  elucidation 
and  clarification  of  the  Japanese  position  in  order  that  we 
might  give  them  a  full  and  fair  consideration.  The  Uhltod  States, 

Mr.  Davis  explained,  had  no  detailed  technical  proposals  to  ad¬ 
vance.  We  were  in  favor  of  maintaining  and  continuing  tho  two 
treaties  except  that  we  would  advocate  reductions  pnd,  if  they 
were  acoeptable,  we  would  be  willing  to  disouss  with  an  open 
mind  the  technical  details  of  how  to  carry  out  this  general 
program.  Thus  if  there  were  an  agreement  for  a  20j{  reduction,  it 
would  be  a  problem  for  our  expert"  to  examine  how  to  carry  it  out 
in  the  various  categories,  but-  there  was  no  use  0f  our  going  into 
details  of  this  sort  unless  there  were  agreement  on  general  principles. 

Admiral  Yamamoto  here  objected  that  if  only  thn  Japanese  were 
to  explain  their  technical  views,  it  would  not  be  very  useful  to  have 
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p.  meeting  of  experts.  Mr.  Dpvie  naked  whether  the  British  hart 
givon  the  Japanese  their  technical  views,  to  which  Mr.  Mptajulr i:.- 
replied,  "Oh,  ves,  clearly."  The  Japanese  insisted  that  the  la*.: 
nesting  with  the  British  had  consisted  largely  of  e  presentation  of 
tho  detailed  program  of  the  Prltiah.  Mr.  Mat*udaira  continued,  "We 
are  not  particularly  anxioiui  to  have  these  technical  natters,  hut 
we  thought  you  might  have  some  views  to  present  Just  ®s  in  the  case 
of  the  British. Admir?1  fax.«2Cto,  Vn  .further  explanation  of  hio 
position  regarding  technical  discussions,  repeated  that  the  Japanese 
attitude  on  technical  matters  was  veiy  immediately  related  to  tho 
fundamental  spirit  of  their  proposals;  to  illustrate,  they  were  ad¬ 
vocating  th®  abolition  of  aircraft  carriers;  if  they  had  aggressive 
designs  in  the  Far  last,  nothing  would  be  more  useful  than  the  re¬ 
tention  of  aircrpft  curriers.  Similarly,  if  they  intended  aggression, 
they  would  favor  abolition  of  submarines  since  they  nr®  useful  only 
for  defense  of  their  hone  waters.  "I  consider  th^t  the  real  aim  of 
our  proposal  gees  beyond  the  setting  of  a  common  upper  limit.  I 
look  upon  the  spirit  of  our  proposal  ps  being  to  reduce  the  menace 
of  war  and  to  make  it  mor-  difficult  to  wage  war.  In  technical  dis¬ 
cussions,  on  the  other  hand,  *o  consider  the  problem  of  how  to  carry 
on  war  most  advantageously,  which  is  the  opposite  the  purpose  of 
our  discussions."  Mr.  Davis  was  in  hearty  accord  with  the  idea  of 
removing  the  incentive  of  fighting.  Ha  said  tha.t  our  idea  had  always 
bean  to  give  each  of  th®  three  principal  Powers  equality  of  security 
and  to  remove  the  cause  for  their  going  to  war  against  aach  other. 


Mr.  Davis  than  inquired  whether  the  American  views  were  so 
very  different  from  those  of  the  British,  to  which  Mr.  Mat«udAira 
replied  that  the  Japanese  did  not  know  exactly  what  the  British 
thought  of  the  Japanese  program.  At  this  point  he  emohaticplly  de¬ 
clared  that  it  was  the  Japanese  intention  to  denounce  the  Washington 
Treats  before  the  end  of  the  year  and  then  to  try  to  fird  some  basis 
for  an  agreement  satisfactory  to  ell. 


In  reply  to  Mr.  Matsudaira's  question  as  to  what  we  would 
discuss  with  the  British  in  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Dp.vis  explained  tha.t 
this  would  be  our  first  meeting  since  lest  July  and  that  we  had  no 
definite  agenda.  We  hpd  not  come  to  London  with  any  plan  for  an 
rntir®ly  new  agreement  o:.  a  nrv  be nis,  But  merely  with  the  idea  of 
continuing  the  Treaties  or  of  concluding  a  n*w  which  would  con¬ 
tinue  the  purposes  of  the  Washington  and  London  mreaties.  Mr. 
Metsudaira  here  injected  that  »»  had  surely  given  the  Bnitish  our 
detailed  program  last  summer,  since  we  had  had  technical  discussions 
at  that  time  Mr,  Davis  otet^d  that  the  British  hed  g5v«r.  to  us  their 
views  on  technical  £U*:n lcua  out  chin,  wi  aid  not  cresant  our  technical 
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.  * .  .  _  .  ,  _ny  to  present.  Our  urogram  then  as 

2TLi%5  a  *0*  reduction,  the  detail,  to  be  worked 

out  later. 

The  t’*o  delegations  then  continued  to  con.ider  the  pos- 
niMllty  of  technical  di.cu.eions.  Mr.  Davis  advanced  the  sug- 
erst ion  that  Admiral  Stendley  end  Admiral  Yamamoto  sit  down  together 
And  talk  the  matter  over  in  detail.  He  explained  thnt  while  he  did 
not  believe  that  th*ro  was  any  opportunity  to  try  to  reach  an  «gr*iv- 
aent  on  technical  que-tious,  i-|r  idea  e,vs  -Mw'.-y  to  ?i;able  Admiral 
Standley  to  oM.\!n  r.  -via  UisJe-cffcanditig  of  «hv.  }.k  Jvpcneoc  VTO- 
posals  meant  in  r.r^:*cr.  M“  Xtv.-xd.tJr.-  V.  Topan ese  to 

Mr.  Dooman,  s-atrd  -hev  they  aid  w.i  >«.•  *i»  «n.  a  :a  vest  techni¬ 
cal  program.  iKtoir  idea  tir.t  n*  the  cweerue-.jr.asf  went  farvard 

the  technical  vroUam  on  beth  aides  >ou.:i  S<n *:.•&.  \o  .aoh  a  «•»*<£ 
9s  to  make  it  possible  to  bring  the  opposing  technical  views  closer 

together  end  to  reconcile  them. 

After  further  discussions  it  wee  agreed  that  no  decision 
should  now  be  reechod  on  the  matter  of  a  technical  meeting,  but 
thpt  there  would  V  another  informal  meeting  between  the  two 
delegations  at  which  the  question  could  be  dealt  with.  Mr.  1**1® 
said  that  the  Americen  Delegation  would  like  to  pay  a  return  vi  it 
on  the  Japanese  Pnd  would  do  so  sometime  after  the  meeting  schedul.  d 
for  the  afternoon  with  the  Prltlsh. 
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